
Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 
Psalm Psalm 72:1–7 

 
1Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 
2May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 

 and your poor with | justice! 
3Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people,* 

 and the hills, in | righteousness! 
4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the children of the | needy,* 

 and crush the op- | pressor! 
5May they fear you while the | sun endures,* 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations! 
6May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass,* 

 like showers that wa- | ter the earth! 
7In his days may the righteous | flourish,* 

 and peace abound, till the moon | be no more! 

Glory be to the Father…. 

 

Collect of the Day  
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with 

pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 11:1–10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest 

upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 

loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf 

together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 

straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They 

shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In 

that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 

 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 

Epistle           Romans 15:4-13 
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 

accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome 

one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it 

is written, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name." 10 And again it is said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 

people." 11 And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him." 12 And again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse will 

come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope." 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.    

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he 

who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his 

paths straight.’” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 



  

confessing their sins.7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to 

the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
Prayers of the Church 

+Sanctity of Human Life+ protection of the weak and vulnerable +Healing, Recovery, Strength+ Janice Kurz 
(kidney stone, infection, sepsis); Jacob Simonson (appendix); Anita Bryant (knee replacement); Russ Kunze (tumor 
and radiation); Albert Schipman (arm): Rosie Morthole (back surgery); Skip Meyer (pain and recovery); Sandy Royle 

(leg) +Military+ Tyson Rasmussen; Kurt Morthole; Joseph Markvicka; Andrew Panter + Missions, Outreach, and Christian 
Education+ Global missions—Burma; Lutheran Church of Nigeria and Lutheran Bible Translator projects; Nebraska Dist.—
St. John, Wilcox, NE; Heartland Lutheran High School; Concordia, Seward and all our Concordias;  Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Wayne and Concordia Sem., St. Louis.    
Please remember these people in prayer during your home devotions. Call 687-6314 or email cniem@kdsi.net if you have a 
petition to be included in the prayers. 

 
Calendar 

Sunday, December 4 

• 9:oo a.m. Sunday School—PreK to Adult   

• 10:15 a.m. Divine Service  
 
Monday, December 5 

• 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Ladies Aid 

• 6:00 p.m. Evening LWML  
 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
• 12:30 p.m. Advent with Esther Reflections (Livestream)  

• 7:00 p.m. Advent Midweek 2 
 

Sunday, December 11 
• 9:oo a.m. Sunday School—PreK to Adult   

• 10:15 a.m. Divine Service  

• 1 p.m.—Caroling  
 

 
Memory Verse Challenge—Week of December 4, 2022 

The church is encouraged to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly ...” (Col. 3:16). The LCMS invites everyone to join together 
memorizing a verse together each week: 

Exodus 31:13 
You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, "Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your 

generations, that you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you." 

 

On Baptism 
“Baptism is a very different thing from all other water, not by virtue of the natural substance but because here something nobler is added, for God 
Himself stakes His honor, His power, and His might on it.  Therefore it is not simply a natural water, but a divine, heavenly, holy, and blessed water…all 
by virtue of the Word.”  (Luther’s Large Catechism—Baptism. The Book of Concord, Kolb/Wenger ed. Augsburg: Minneapolis, 
2000. pg. 458.17)  

 
Christmas Caroling: We will share the Savior’s love in word and song next Sunday, December 11 after church.  Please bring a 
sack lunch to eat after church and then we can get to our first stop in the Worms area by one.  We will likely head to Grand 
Island after that. A finalized schedule will be available next Sunday.  If you can only attend a portion of the caroling day, that 
is great too!  Feel free to call Andrea Bader or Pastor (380-5890) to find out where in town they are that afternoon. 

 
Heartland Lutheran High School 

• Winter activities are in full swing!  Check the Heartland Lutheran 
calendar at https://www.heartlandlutheran.org/general-5  for upcoming events such as basketball games and 
concerts.  The winter music concert will be Tuesday December 6 at 7 p.m. 
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• Start the New Year with a visit day to HLHS for your fifth through eleventh graders!  Plan to attend the Heartland 
Lutheran High School Open House on Sunday January 15 at 2 p.m.  Contact the HLHS office at 308-385-3900 for 
additional information. 

 
Stewardship Reflections:  “I left copies of the Thanksgiving Eve sermon in your boxes at church in response to requests that 
it be shared.  I pray that you will be able to see in it the rich love of God for you in Jesus, and that this grace would be the 
source from which our sacrificial offerings arise.”  Pastor 

“We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;  
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.”  

 (LSB 781 stz. 1) 
Please check LCMS Stewardship Ministry for further resources:  lcms.org/stewardship 

 
Thank You:  Thank you to all who helped reach the goal of 80 food items for the LWML's 80th Anniversary. These items have 
been split between the food pantries of St. Paul and Central City.  We appreciate your participation in giving to others. As the 
Lord has blessed us, so may we be a blessing to others. 

 
Advent Midweek—For A Time Such as This:  You are invited to prepare for 7 p.m. Wednesday services by also listening to 
“Advent with Esther Reflections” from 12:30 p.m. to 12:50 p.m. on our congregation’s Livestream page (“Zion, Worms”) Each 
Wednesday in Advent Pastor Niemeier will offer reflections on a portion of Esther. See insert on the narthex table for more 
information. 

Wednesday, December 7 

• 12:30 p.m. Livestream reflections and 7 p.m. Prayer and Preaching 

• Theme:  True Beauty (Esther 4:1-17)   

• Readings to Prepare:  Esther 4-7 

 
Life Quote:  “Christmas is also a time to contemplate the gift of mortal LIFE through the miracle of birth. Christmas is the gift 
of LOVE that moms and dads shower on their children by saying yes to life—sometimes under very difficult circumstances. 
Regardless of the challenges, God has a perfect plan for each life that He brings into the world, and His will for them is to out-
sparkle and out-shine any ornament.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues Institute – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org 
 
Hurting from abortion? Word of Hope can help. word-of-hope.org; 888-217-8679. 

 
More Topics, More Guests, More Jesus:  Issues, Etc. is a radio-talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 
Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's topics include: Decision Theology; The Incarnation of 
God & the Value of Man; 4th-Century Bishop Nicholas of Myra; Man & the Metaverse and more.  You can listen at your 
convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 
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