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Calendar 

Sunday, May 16 

• 8:00 a.m. Divine Service—St. John’s, 
Palmer 

• 9:oo a.m. Sunday School 

• 10:15 a.m. Divine Service 

• 6 p.m. Youth Group 
 
 

Thursday, May 20 

• 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Office Hours—
St John’s Palmer 

Sunday, May 23 

• 8:00 a.m. Divine Service—St. John’s, 
Palmer 

• 9:oo a.m. Sunday School 

• 10:15 a.m. Divine Service 
  

Prayers of the Church 
+Hospitalized, Suffering, Ill or Recovering + Sandy Davis (Covid 19 recovery); Kraig Niemoth’s mom, 
Lois (cancer); Betty Scheer (skilled care, GI, recovery); Jim Willman (dialysis);  Tim Morthole (prostate 
cancer) +Military+ Kurt Morthole (Germany); Joseph Markvicka, Alex Larsen + Missions, Outreach, 
and Christian education+ Global ministry and missions—Sri Lanka; Nebraska ministry and missions—
Our Savior, Odell; Calling congregations (St. Paul’s, Central City & dual parish of St. John’s, Palmer and 
Christ, St. Paul); Heartland Lutheran High School, Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis (staff and students)  

 
 
We ask that you would include these people in the prayers during your home devotions. Please call 687-6314  or email 
cniem@kdsi.net if you have a petition to be included in the prayers. 

 

Holy Baptism:  Jack Sterling Crawford—son of Kaitlyn and Derek Crawford—is baptized into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit this morning.  By baptism he is born into the 
Savior’s kingdom by water and Spirit:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  (John 3:5-6).  Welcome, Jack, to the 
family of believers!   
 
Thank You:  Joy fills my heart as I thank the Lord for you my dear brothers and sisters in Christ!  
What a joy it was to have you help me celebrate 80 years of grace and 65 years of being a church 
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organist.  Thank you for the many greetings and gifts.  God bless each of you!  - Joyfully in the Lord, 
Marilyn Bader. 
 
Invitation:  Quinston and Daisey Larsen would like to invite their church family to their graduation 
at Heartland Lutheran High School on May 23 at 2 p.m., and to the reception that follows at Peace 
Lutheran Church (1710 North Road) from 3:30 to 7:00 p.m. Thank you!  Hope to see you there. 
 
Heartland Lutheran: The first semester is tuition free for any new student.  Transportation is also 
available starting this Fall.  For more information, please contact cliess@heartlandlutheran.org.   
 
Stewardship Sentences: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ is ascended, and Christ will 
come again. We live our lives in this world in the sure confidence of the world to come. We live as people 
who know our Lord Jesus and who know that He is coming back. This makes all the difference in how 
we approach our stewardship and how we care for the things of this world. 

 
Sanctity of Human Life: Jesus’ solution to human suffering is not to end life but to accompany it 
(John 17:15). Christians resist assisted suicide because we have the privilege of carrying a neighbor’s 
cross instead of letting it crush him or her. In this way our Lord makes us one as He and the Father are 
one (John 17:11). And we receive nothing less than the fullness of His joy (John 17:13)! 

 
Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ:  Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  You 
can listen to expert guests discuss: The Church’s Response to Transgenderism, Infant Baptism, Natural 
Law, The Bodily Resurrection of Christ, Western Civilization, Revisionist History and more. You can 
listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.  
 
Action Alert:  Equality Act and Health Education Standards: (from Nebraska District LCMS) 

  
Concerns with The Equality Act currently before Congress in Washington D.C.:  

The Equality Act that is being considered by Congress sounds innocent. All Americans should enjoy equality 
and the protections of the U.S. Constitution. But in elevating sexual orientation to a protected class, the 
Equality Act will bring sweeping changes to current laws, to the great detriment of the religious and 
constitutional freedoms of biblically faithful churches, institutions, Christian schools and individuals. 
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In fact, those churches and institutions that are bound by the Word of God to the truth of marriage between 
a man and a woman could be punished for simply standing on our consistent beliefs. The Equality Act 
effectively outlaws the words of Christ and our free exercise of religion. 

The Equality Act expands the definition of “public accommodation” and puts an ultimatum to individuals, 
religious non-profits, food banks, schools, charities, adoption agencies and others: “Change your faith-
based practices or face government punishment.” 

What can you do? 

• Treat all people with kindness and respect (“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” Mark 12:31). 
• Become informed about the Equality Act and the issues of gender dysphoria. 
• Consider your role as Christian citizens and make your voice known to your elected officials. Our 

friends at Association of Christian Schools International (ASCI) have created a simple web 
tool to allow you to reach out to your congressperson. 

• Pray for our officials, government, and the church in these challenging days. 

Additional resources regarding the Equality Act: 

• President Harrison’s statement 
• H.R.5 – Equality Act 
• Association of Christian Schools International (ASCI) web tool 
• Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty statement 
• Alliance Defending Freedom statement 
• Heritage Foundation report 

 
Concerns with the K-12 Health Education Standards proposed by the Nebraska 
Department of Education:  

The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) recently released a first draft of K-12 Health 
Standards. These standards are meant to guide curriculum for all Nebraska schools, including public and 
non-public schools. 

The Health Standards are a deeply flawed, ideologically driven document. Should such standards be 
adopted by schools, children will be placed in peril, many educators will find their professional judgment 
and conscience under attack, and the culture will move toward a further normalization of child 
sexualization. 

Read the proposed Health Standards and take special note of the “Human Growth and Development” 
section in each grade. Here are a few highlights: 
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• In Kindergarten, students will “discuss different kinds of family structures (e.g. single parent, 
blended, intergenerational, cohabitating, adoptive, foster, same-gender, interracial). Note that 
traditional marriage between a man and woman is not mentioned. 

• In 1st grade, students “define gender, gender identity, and gender-role stereotypes.” 
• In 4th grade, students “distinguish between sex assigned at birth and gender identity and explain 

how they may or may not differ.” 
• In 8th grade, students would be taught that abortion is “reproductive care” and how to develop a 

plan to eliminate an unplanned pregnancy. 

What can you do? 

• Pray for Christian teachers and staff serving in our public schools, that they may find 
opportunities to freely share their faith. 

• Double down on your commitment to Christian education for your own family. 
• Talk about your concern for the new health education standards with your friends. Make sure that 

they are aware of the educational standards being proposed for every public school in Nebraska. 
• The Nebraska Department of Education is seeking feedback about these standards. Please take 

some time to fill out the NDE online survey and speak up for all Nebraska kids! 
• Watch for local Health Education Standards. 

Additional resources available here: http://www.ndlcms.org/action-alert/  
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