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++++++  

The Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Matthew 27:46) 

 

Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you. (Hebrews 13:5)  
I am with you always to the end of the age!  (Matthew 28:20) 

 

Behold, the joy of Holy Week: Because Jesus was forsaken and abandoned by His Father—not 

for sins that He had committed, but which were our own—His children are not, nor shall we 
ever be, abandoned, isolated, or alone!   

 

In Our Prayers This Week: 

• “Hallowed be Thy Name” (First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer)  

o That God’s name be hallowed among us through the pure preaching and teaching 

of God’s Word, and our living holy lives according to it; 
o and that God’s name be hallowed among us also as He protects us from those who 

would teach or live contrary to God’s holy Word.  

•  For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for 

the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, 
and seminaries; for good government and for peace. 

• For all who deal with coronavirus and its effects in our country and around the world:  

those infected, those recovering, those in critical condition, including friends of the 
congregation whose family are in NYC and other locations where outbreaks are severe; 

for our government and the policies they make; for the medical community, including 
those who provide care, and those who research and seek to develop vaccines. 

• For the ill, those who recover, and the grieving, including Don Holmstedt (recovering at 
home after extended stay in hospital and skilled care); Skip Meyer (recovering at home 

from foot injury ); Naomi Schipman (recovering at home from recent back injury and 
procedure) Rosella Hiegel’s sister-in-law—Charlene Hiegel (cancer); Kathy Kurz’s 
siblings—Linda, Dave, Mary (all dealing with cancer); Becky Wissing’s sister—Mary 

Beth (cancer); a friend of the congregation whose 24 year old daughter deals with Liddle’s 
Disease and/or kidney tumor. 

• For those in our nursing homes, hospitals, and care facilities, many of whom deal with 
loneliness due to isolation. 

 

 



 
 

 
Announcements and Upcoming Events:   

• Holy Week Worship 
o Pastor has a YouTube video of his sermon and an abbreviated liturgy posted 

online at our congregational website for you to listen to at a time of your 

choosing.  (www.zionworms.org)  Kraig Niemoth is also sending out a link via 
text.  Contact him at (402) 680-3412 to be included.  

o 95.7 the Cross (www.thecross957.org) has excellent resources, including Good 
Shepherd in Lincoln’s sermon and service that you could connect to on Sunday 

and throughout the week. 
o 9:00 a.m. Sunday—Zion’s service on the radio at KZ-100.3 (FM) 
o 10:00 a.m. Sunday—“This is the Life” on Lincoln ABC Channel 8 

o 10:30 a.m. Sunday—“Mainstreet Living” on Lincoln ABC Channel 8 
(Condensed liturgy and law-gospel sermon preached by LCMS pastor and songs 

from our Lutheran Service Book hymnal.)  

• Palm Sunday + Palm Branches:  Add a touch of authenticity to your Palm Sunday 

celebration by picking up a palm branch for tomorrow’s celebration.  They will be 
available in the narthex, and out in the carport (if the weather holds) throughout the day.  

Consider going for a drive or taking a walk with palm branch in hand.  Speak or sing 
praises to your King while you travel, naming those things for which you remain 
thankful! “From Olivet they followed Mid an exultant crowd, The victory palm branches waving 

And chanting clear and loud.  The Lord of earth and heaven Rode on in lowly state  Nor scorned 

that little children Should on His bidding wait.”  (“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” LSB 443:2)  

• Maundy Thursday:  A sermon and condensed service will be made available online and 
via text (YouTube) by 7 p.m. Holy Communion will also be offered in groups of 10 or 
less.  Please see “Holy Communion” below for a general outline of expectations and 

explanations.   

• Good Friday:  “Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth 

hour.”  (Matthew 27:45)   Pastor will aim to have his Good Friday sermon and condensed 

service available online and via text (YouTube) by NOON in honor of those hours of 

darkness that befell Christ on the cross. (“Sixth to night hour” = Noon to 3 p.m.)   

• Easter Vigil:  Though there will be no Easter Vigil service at Zion this year, members are 

still encouraged to keep the vigil around their family altar.  Perhaps consider lighting vigil 
candles as a part of your devotion.  Pray the Litany Prayer (LSB pg. 288), Responsive 

Prayer 1 or 2 (LSB pg. 282, 285) or take turns praying through various Collect Prayers 
(pg. 305ff).  The appointed readings are powerful!  Read some, or all, as a family.  (The 
Creation—Genesis 1:1-2:3; The Flood—Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13; Israel’s 

Deliverance at the Red Sea—Exodus 14:10-15:1; Job Confesses the Redeemer—Job 
19:20-27; A New Heart and a New Spirit—Ezekiel 36:24-28; The Valley of Dry Bones—

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Jonah Preaches to Ninevah—Jonah 3:1-10; The Fiery Furnace—Daniel 
3:1-30) 

• Easter Sunday:  Celebrate the joy of our Lord’s triumph over sin and its effects by 
worshipping around the family altar in the morning (web, television, radio—see above) 
and possibly (if health allows and you aren’t at risk) with Holy Communion in family 

groupings of ten or fewer. 

http://www.zionworms.org/
http://www.thecross957.org/


 

• Holy Communion:  The Lord’s Supper will be offered on Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, and Easter Sunday to groups of no more than ten at a time. (See schedule 
below.)  Care is being taken to make sure surfaces are sanitized, hands are washed, social 
distancing is in place, and contact with books, papers, and shared objects is reduced to 

next-to-nothing.  Although these measures are in place, members are still asked stay home 
if they are feeling ill or in a high-risk category.  Be assured to know that, in addition to 

Holy Communion, Christ’s gospel is also delivered with other means.  So, if you are 
unable to receive communion for now, continue to remember your baptism and ponder 

His word while we await our joyful reunion! Pastor is also available by special 

appointment. 

Sunday (4-5 Palm Sunday     Maundy Thursday evening (4-9)   
+ 4-12 Easter Sunday)   

▪ 5-6 pm A-J last name       --- 
▪ 6-7 pm K-M last name       --- 
▪ 7-8 pm N-R last name       7-8 pm N-Z last name  

▪ 8-9 pm S-Z last name       8-9 pm A-M last name 
  *Or, by special appointment 

 

• HLHS Red & Blue: In order to follow the most recent limitations on social gatherings in 
Nebraska, the Heartland Lutheran High School annual fundraiser Red and Blue will NOT 

be held on May 23 after all.  HLHS still hopes to have the event during summer if 
possible.  Because this fundraiser is essential for school operations, financial gifts at this 

time are essential as well.  Please let your members know about the postponement of Red 
and Blue and encourage them to utilize the weblink and/or pledge card for supporting 

the school during this extraordinary time. Fortunately, in this Christian school, the 
students of HLHS are blessed with Christian teachers that are able to provide assurances 

of Christ's love and compassion as they continue their education online and cope with 
new ways of day-to-day living. Please continue to include HLHS, its teachers, students, 
and families in your prayers.  Thank you! - Dennis & Wendy McCarty, Co-Chairs, HLHS 

Capital Campaign 

• Just Checking In:  A quick call to your neighbor can be a simple and important way to 

“love your neighbor” (Mark 12:32) as coronavirus restrictions remain in place.  A few 
short questions to consider asking:  How are you doing?  Can I get you anything?  What can I 

pray for you about?  Some, dealing with boredom, may appreciate simply the chance to 

talk! 

• Offerings:  Your gifts—so vital in helping to continue with gospel proclamation—remain 

especially important in these weeks where we are out of our normal routines.  Members are 

asked to either mail their offerings to the church or drop them off directly.  (You can slide 

them under the locked office door if you wish, as it is being checked regularly.  Gifts are 
kept secure.) 

• Pastoral Care:  Pastor Niemeier desires to continue to share Christ’s love with His flock 

during these unsettled days.  Please let him know of special needs or concerns: 308-687-

6314 (church); 308-380-5890 (mobile); cniem@kdst.net  

mailto:cniem@kdst.net

